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ON THE MOVE...
Join us as we ride on the
Imagination Express as it makes

several stops in and around Ashe
County. We’ll meet some
educators, three businesses, an
artist, an art school, a grant award
ceremony, a festival, donors, and a
child. Let’s roll!
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WELCOME, DR. HOLDEN!
In July 2013, Imagination
Ashe hosted a luncheon honoring
special guest, Dr. Todd Holden, the
new superintendent of Ashe County
Schools. Dr. Holden had never
heard of Dolly Parton’s Imagination
Library before and was impressed
with our mission to introduce
reading to Ashe County’s youngest
citizens. He told us that his own

passion for reading and learning
did not ignite until high school
when he read his first book, a
western. It was easy to get to know
Dr. Holden on a personal basis. His
friendship and support of
Imagination Ashe will prove
invaluable to us in the days to
come.

LOVE OUR LIBBY...
In spring 2014, I.A. Board president Kathy Chefas approached
Jefferson small business owner Libby Cockerham about the
possibility of partnering with Imagination Ashe in a fundraising
event. Libby is well known in our county for her generosity in
sponsoring many charitable causes. It seems every time you
pick up the Jefferson Post you see a photo of Libby using her
ladies’ clothing store, LIBBY’S, to help out private nonprofit
agencies in some way. True to form, Libby enthusiastically
agreed to help Imagination Ashe too. On May 10th, Saturday
before Mother’s Day, Libby pledged to give 10% of her retail
sales to Imagination Ashe. After a busy Saturday with brisk
sales, Libby donated enough money to support almost a
month's worth of books for our program. We are honored to
partner with a small business owner who eagerly gives back to
our community in a big way. The Board of Directors of
Imagination Ashe is proud to consider LIBBY’S one of our
commercial partners. Libby gives with her heart, her wallet, and
her business.

GO TO THE MAX
In June, Imagination Ashe was invited to make an
appearance at the new Fleetwood Max General Store in
Fleetwood. I.A. Board President, Kathy Chefas, along with her
cardboard cut-out of Dolly, showed up at this new business
which included a book signing with author Michael Sawyer.
Michael is a big fan of Imagination Ashe and says that his
grandson, a recent graduate, LOVED his Dolly books. Business
owners Tina and Randy Kubik, along with Michael Sawyer,
generously donated 10% of their sales that day to Imagination
Ashe. It is indeed a pleasure to partner with yet another
business in Ashe County.
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ASHE COUNTY RETIRED SCHOOL PERSONNEL ASSOCIATION
In April 2013 and again in 2014
This group believes
Imagination Ashe was invited to
wholeheartedly in our goal to
speak to the Ashe County Retired place books in the hands of every
School Personnel Association. It is
Ashe County preschooler. In
a pleasure speaking to these folks
addition to their consistent
as they are always 100% in support support, we can also count on a
of our program, both individually sizable donation from the faithful
and collectively. No matter what
members of the Ashe County
grade level he or she taught, each
Retired School Personnel
and every teacher seated in the
Association.
room fully understands the critical
Thank you, friends!!
importance of early reading skills.

LOOK WHO SHOWED UP AT FLORENCE!
No, it’s not really Dolly Parton, but it’s a great likeness, isn’t
it? Our Dolly cardboard cut-out greeted folks outside the
Florence Thomas Art School on Friday night, June 13th, during
this season’s first art Gallery Crawl. Meghan Minton, Director
of Florence, graciously agreed to allow I. A. Board members
Kathy and Ellen to sit inside the school during the Gallery
Crawl and sell raffle tickets to support our program. Megan’s
daughter is a graduate of our program, and Megan has always
been a huge supporter and fan of Imagination Ashe. The item
being raffled this year is a beautiful original work of art, and
you can find out more about it in this newsletter under the
section about Tennessee artist Julie Lee. The Florence Thomas
Art School, which is downtown West Jefferson in the middle of
the arts district, proved to be a fantastic location which
attracted lots of traffic. They have promoted our raffle in all of
this season’s Gallery Crawls, and the artwork for raffle will also
be there in the August Gallery Crawl on Aug. 8th We are so
grateful to the staff and board of the art school for partnering
with us, and we are excited to think about combining our joint
resources for some amazing projects in the future.
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Dolly Books for Creston 28615
In May, Imagination Ashe
was awarded a $660 grant from the
Dan Eldreth Endowment Fund, one
of the 17 endowment funds in the
Ashe County Community
Foundation. The grant proposal
entitled “Dolly Books for Creston
28615” seeks to enroll 55 children
in our program from the Creston
community and the surrounding
area in the 28615 zip code. We
know that many children who live in
this northwest section of Ashe
County are raised in impoverished

homes where families cannot afford
to buy food, clothes, rent, heating
fuel, cars, and gas for cars; and
therefore, there’s no money left for
books. Ashe teachers who teach in
this school district tell us that
children regularly enter school there
who do not know what a book is
because they have never seen one.
The grant money will enable us to
reach out and locate these children
as well as ensure that they, too, will
receive the gift of reading to which
every child is entitled. The I. A.

CHRISTMAS IN JULY!
The 28th annual Christmas in July festival
landed in West Jefferson on July 4th and 5th.
Imagination Ashe Board members took shifts to
carry out a variety of tasks. We set up the table
and the tent at 6:00 am; greeted people and made
new friends; chased down baby strollers to sign
up new children; and broke it all down at 7:00
pm. Throughout the day many people popped in
the tent to say hello or to ask questions. “All
three of my grandchildren received these books,”
one grandmother said, “and it is just a wonderful
program.” Another visitor said “I volunteer for
the Imagination Library in the town where I live
in Ohio.” We were even blessed with Mrs. Felicia
Gross, Mrs. Elite North Carolina. She donated her
time to us that day, and was a great asset. We are
thankful for additional volunteers, and are
always open to people in the community
donating their time to support us!
Thank you Mrs. Felicia!
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Board of Directors will be partnering
with Ashe Outreach Ministries and
the NEST Alliance to seek out and
register each and every preschool
child in this region until we reach
the grant quantity of 55. Upon
reaching this goal, we hope to apply
for another grant to help us reach
even more kids. We don’t intend to
stop until EVERY Ashe County
preschooler is holding their very
own Dolly book in their hands.

CRUISE ON IN…to SMOKY MOUNTAIN BARBECUE
On July 17th, Imagination Ashe was invited to set up a table at
Smoky Mountain Barbecue’s 3rd Thursday night CRUISE-IN. At
this event proud car owners showcase their old vintage cars
which include styles from various decades. Spectators are invited
to walk around, touch, and maybe even take a look under the
hoods. Several people stopped by our table and made inquiries
about Imagination Ashe and dropped money in our money jar.

Thank you Smoky Mountain Barbecue
& Nancy and Byron Jordan for your continued support!!
INSIDE IMAGINATION ASHE
PARENT QUESTION: My family moved to a new address here in Ashe County, and my child’s Dolly books
have stopped coming all together. How do I re-enroll my child?
I.A. Board member and Data Clerk Karen Moll reminds parents that if your family moves to a new address
and - YOU DO NOT INFORM US – the post office automatically holds back the books because it does not
forward third class mail. Karen regularly visits all 11 post offices in Ashe County and collects undeliverable
books. She then attempts to contact parents by postcard, telephone, or e-mail to deliver books and get new
addresses. The change of address in our system takes 6-8 weeks.

MEET WILLIAM
William will graduate from our program in August of this year
as he enters kindergarten. William was born with Aural Atresia.
His left ear did not form properly in utero. With advocating
parents, William began therapies early to address language
development. Leslie, William’s mother, recalls one of his first
goals was to maintain focus on a task. Interventionists taught
Leslie reading aloud was one of the best ways to attain this goal.
Leslie, who is a student at Appalachian State University, knew
what she called “the basics” of why reading was important. “The
stages of reading are really involved, more so than I imagined.”
Receiving free books from Imagination Ashe has been a
tremendous help, reports Leslie. “The books are age appropriate
which takes the guess work out for parents.” Leslie reports that
William can now hold a book appropriately, knows the parts of a
book (i.e. front, back, spine) and can point to “W” on pages.

A TEACHER’S PERSPECTIVE
“Children who fall in love with the experience of reading when they are young are likely to be lifelong readers.
Exposure to books, and literature, and being read aloud to at a young age is paramount. This instills a sense of
self-worth and security which is evident in the classroom. I am witness to this on a daily basis. It is my belief
and experience that reading to children from an early age expands vocabulary and helps with school readiness
skills.”
Linda Widner, B.S., 21 year veteran teacher, Sizemore Head Start, Jefferson, NC
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Get On Board...The “Moonlight Train”
Take a look at the unique piece of art work designed and painted by singer/
songwriter/artist Julie Lee of Nashville, TN. The colorful locomotive chugging down
the tracks is entitled “Moonlight Train.” It’s a painted wood carved plaque which
measures 9” X 5 1/2”. Julie has generously made this plaque for Imagination Ashe to
be used as our 2014 raffle item. Tickets cost 1 for $1.00 and 6 for $5.00. The raffle
will take place on Sept 26th at our Donor Reception. The multi-talented Julie will be
making a guest appearance and performing at the Donor Reception where the entire
I.A. Board looks forward to getting to know her, as well as learning about her creative
process.

SAVE THE DATE
SEPT. 26th

DONOR RECEPTION

Time : 5:30 p.m.
Imagination Ashe’s annual Donor Reception takes place on Friday, Sept 26th at the Ashe County Arts
Council. Guests include artist Julie Lee and Ashe School Superintendent Dr. Todd Holden. From its
inception in 2006 our program has depended 100% on charitable donations. Our Donor Reception allows
the I.A. Board of Directors to thank our faithful donors in person and get to know them on a first name
basis. We would love for all of our contributors – individuals, families, couples, churches, civic groups,
businesses – to come out and enjoy hors d’oeuvres, mingle with us, and learn more about our program as
we listen to our guest presentations.

Check out our new and updated website!!

www.imaginationashe.com

Be sure to visit our beautiful new
website www.imaginationashe.com
designed by I.A. Board member and
photographer Anna Ulery. A visit to our
homepage will enable you to read our
Board member biographies; register your
child on-line; read our very first
newsletter published in 2013; link up to
Facebook; and now you can donate
directly on our website by pressing the
DONATE button. In addition, you can
make inquiries about registrations,
change of address, etc. with our new email address:
imaginationashe@yahoo.com

WILL YOU HELP US?
It is a popular
misconception that because
Imagination Ashe is an
affiliate of Dolly Parton’s
Imagination Library that the
Dollywood Foundation helps
fund our program here in
Ashe County. That is simply
not true. The Dollywood
Foundation supports its
affiliates in many ways, but
financial support is not one of
them. It is the responsibility
of the Board of Directors to
obtain funding from local
sources to pay for the
purchase and distribution of
books. Currently, our budget
is approximately $25,000
annually. We serve nearly 700
children each and every
month. That means that
almost 10,000 books are
received annually by Ashe
County preschoolers. It costs
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$30 to pay for books for one
child per year. A gift of $150
pays for books for five
children per year. All monies
donated to Imagination Ashe
stay in Ashe County. Basically,
we are a local program asking
for local dollars to change the
lives of our neighbors’
children. Would you help us
sponsor a child? A check in
any amount that you can
afford will help us reach our
goal, and place books in the
hands of children who may
not have access to them.
Please send your tax
deductible donations to :
Imagination Ashe, P.O. Box
1745, Jefferson, NC 28640
Or Donate Online at:
www.imaginationashe.com

