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This year marks the 20th anniversary of
Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library.
Climb aboard as we embark on a
journey to Sevier County, Tennessee
where it all began. We will wind back
through the mountains to our beloved
Ashe County as we celebrate our own
successes. However, the train won’t stop
as we chug ahead to the future visible in
distance.

https://www.facebook.com/ImaginationAshe
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CHILDREN SERVED
Currently serving:
724
Graduated to date:
1139

20 Years of Books and
a Showcase of Stars
Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library was officially launched
in 1995. The program first began in Dolly’s hometown of
Sevier County, Tennessee. The program was fueled by her
own father’s illiteracy and her desire to instill a love of
reading in young children and their families.
This year marks not only the 20th year of Imagination
Library, but also the 30th season at Dollywood. In
celebration of the two events, Dolly has relaunched her
“Showcase of Stars” Concert series at Dollywood. Dolly
Parton, Kenny Rogers, and The Band Perry will be
performing, at Dollywood, this year. ALL proceeds will go

to the Imagination Library. Dolly’s goal is to raise at least
$1 million dollars for the program. For more information
about the concert series and to purchase tickets, please
refer to Dollywood’s Showcase of Stars website:
www.dollywood.com/themepark/entertainment/Showcaseof-Stars.aspx.

DOLLY PARTON’S COAT OF MANY COLORS
Dolly recently announced she has partnered with NBC for a series
of movie specials based on her 1971 song, Coat of Many Colors.
Her original coat of colors can be viewed at the Chasing Rainbows
Museum, in Dollywood.

Gingerbread House
Extravaganza Tour
The story of the Gingerbread Man is loved by many. There are
multiple children’s books that recount the famous story and a few
even add a little extra flair. Over the years decorating gingerbread
cookies and houses has become a favorite holiday tradition. This
year Imagination Ashe is excited to partner with Jefferson Landing
and other local businesses for a Gingerbread Extravaganza! The
gingerbread houses will be on display, at Jefferson Landing
Clubhouse, December 1st through the 15th. Individuals can bid, via
silent auction, on the houses until the bids close on December 15th.
Chefs from the around the area will be designing gingerbread
creations for you to vote on. ALL proceeds will go to Imagination
Ashe!
On December 6th, join us for a Gingerbread Extravaganza tour
from 3:00-5:00 p.m, at Jefferson Landing Clubhouse. This event is
open to the public. At the public open house tour, come see the
beautiful gingerbread houses on display and vote for your favorite
gingerbread house and support a great cause. Santa will be there for
pictures along with cookies and cider. Don’t forget to bring the
entire family to Jefferson Landing on Sunday, December 6th!
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When new, age
appropriate books are
consistently presented
to children, their
interest can TRIPLE in
only a few months!

When read to 3
times a week, by a
family member,
children are twice
as likely to score in
the top 25% in
reading.

Why Should I Donate?
There are currently 724 children, in Ashe County, who anxiously await a new book every month. Sadly, many of
these children live at or below the poverty level and would otherwise not receive new books. There are so many
statistics and research articles that describe the importance of early literacy and how impactful it is to simply
place a book in the hands of a child. Contrary to popular belief, the Dollywood Foundation does NOT help fund
Imagination Ashe! We depend on your donation because it is the sole basis of our foundation. These monthly
books would not be mailed and placed into the hands of excited Ashe County children without your help. It
costs a total of $30 to provide books for one child throughout the year; therefore, it takes $150 to pay for five
children per year. Donations of any amount are greatly appreciated because your donations supply the entire
program. If you work for a business or you are part of an organization that makes donations to local programs
please let us know! We would love to come speak to you about tell you more about our program. All donations
are tax deductible and there are several ways in which you can make a donation. You can donate via PayPal or
credit card through our website: www.imaginationashe.com. You may also send your donations to:

Imagination Ashe
P.O. Box 1745
Jefferson, NC 28640
Children in a home
with at least 20 books
are predicted to get 3
more years of
“schooling” than peers
who live in a bookless
home.

At age 2, children
who are read to on a
regular basis display
higher
comprehension,
vocabulary, and
cognitive skills.
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North Carolina Community
Foundation Grant Recipient
Imagination Ashe is honored to announce we were
awarded a North Carolina Community Foundation
Grant, in May 2015. The $930 grant will provide 31
children, in Ashe County, with their books for the
entire year! The grant was written in conjunction with Ashe Partnership for
Children’s Raise-A-Reader Program. The Raising-A-Reader Program sends home
a bag of books each week with children in participating classrooms. The books
are rotated weekly and over the
course of the program more than
100 books are sent to the
children’s home. This not only
shows children how to share
books, but it provides them with
additional literacy opportunities
they may not have access to. Ashe
County has several early childhood
classrooms, across the entire
county, participating in the
program. Parents and teachers will
be trained on how to implement
and use the program effectively.
The Raise-A-Reader books are
similar to library books and must be returned weekly as well as at the end of the
program. Imagination Ashe representatives will be present at trainings and
meetings in order to enroll new children in our program, which will allow those
children to receive books they can not only keep but love and treasure over
time.
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Coming Summer 2016

In 2016 Imagination Ashe will be celebrating its 10 year anniversary.

BIG

We have
and exciting plans to commemorate our 10th year!
We hope everyone will keep their eyes and ears open as we unveil
our new project and plans for 2016 in the very near future.

OUR CHILDREN, OUR FUTURE
With an illiteracy rate of 14 % in Ashe County, what Imagination Ashe is doing is of vital importance to
the future of our community. When we interface and network with pre-K teachers in the Ashe County School
system, we are continually told that there are many local families who do not have a single book in their house
and can’t afford one. We are told that many parents do not understand how important early literacy skills
really are and resist the whole idea of reading and education. We are told that many young children have
parents and grandparents who cannot read. The 2010 census indicated that there are 1,500 preschoolers in
Ashe County. It is our goal to get books to every single one of them! Our Board of Directors works tirelessly to
register children in the program and have done public service programs to get the word out. To date, over
30,000 books have been distributed here since the program’s initiation in January 2007. At present we serve
approximately 724 children each month and have graduated 1139. The vision is clear. The need is great.
Challenges are many. The magic of reading and the love of learning is a right that every child deserves but is
not guaranteed. Imagination Ashe, in partnership with Ashe County’s finest citizens, is keeping the dream alive
and making it happen. It all begins with 3 words: “Read to me.”
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