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Welcome to the fourth edition of the Imagination Express! In
2016, Imagination Library embarked on a journey to
commemorate our 10th Anniversary, which is better known as
the Step Project. We hope this edition of the Imagination Express
will help you take delight in the Step Project as well as the
children of Ashe County.
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Imagination Ashe is currently serving 728
children. We have had 1,460 children graduate
from the program, since it began in January
2007. That means 70,625 books have been
mailed to the children of Ashe County!
1

Photography
Anna Ulery and
Boone Photo
Booth

BACKSTREET CONCERT
Imagination Ashe kicked off their 10th Anniversary celebration by hosting the
Backstreet Concert on Friday, August 19, 2016. Julie Lee and Taylon Hope Miller, a
graduate of the Imagination Ashe program, captivated the audience with Dolly
Parton songs. The audience also had a great time capturing their memories with
Boone Photo Booth.

2

STEP PROJECT
The Step Project, a downtown West Jefferson beautification project, was
designed to celebrate our 10th Anniversary. Our vision for the project
was to celebrate our contribution and commitment to literacy in Ashe
County. This led us to the steps going up to the Ashe County Public
Library. We envisioned a captivating “reading trail” for visitors to
enjoy along their journey towards the library. In order to capture
Imagination Ashe’s commitment to delivering books, we pictured two
statues along the trail. At the bottom, we wanted to incorporate a child
reading his book by the mailbox. We also wanted to include a statue of
two children reading a book. Imagination Ashe Board members raised
money all year and with the support of so many gracious donors, the
Step Project became a reality. On August 20th, 2016 the unveiling
ceremony was held. The steps leading up the library are now beautifully
adorned with inspirational phrases on their risers with a statue of two
young children reading along the way. Our beloved “Mailbox Boy” sits
at the bottom reading his book as a reminder of Imagination Ashe’s
impact on the community.
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Why Should I
Donate?
There are currently 728 children, in
Ashe County, who anxiously await a
new book every month. Sadly, many
of these children live at or below the
poverty level and would otherwise
not receive new books. There are so many statistics and research articles that
describe the importance of early literacy and how impactful it is to simply place a
book in the hands of a child. Contrary to popular belief, the Dollywood Foundation
does NOT help fund Imagination Ashe! We depend on your donation because it is
the sole basis of our foundation. These monthly books would not be mailed and
placed into the hands of excited Ashe County children without your help. It costs a
total of $30 to provide books for one child throughout the year. It takes $150 for a
child to receive a book each month for five years. Donations of any amount are
greatly appreciated because your donations supply the entire program. If you work
for a business or you are part of an organization that makes donations to local
programs please let us know! We would love to come speak to you and tell you more
about our program. All donations are tax deductible and there are several ways in
which you can make a donation. You can donate via PayPal or credit card through our
website: www.imaginationashe.com. You may also send your donations to:

Imagination Ashe
P.O. Box 1745
Jefferson, NC 28640
Did You Know?
• “By the age of 2, children who are read to regularly display greater
language comprehension, larger vocabularies, and higher cognitive
skills than their peers.”
• “The most successful way to improve the reading achievement of lowincome children is to increase their access to print.”
Statistics from: http://www.bookspring.org/literacy-statistics/
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Did you notice your Mother’s
Day Mailer was stuffed with
love? In April, students from
Ashe County High School
donated time to help prepare
our Mother’s Day mailing. In
order to graduate, students
must earn 30 community
service hours. We greatly
appreciate their service and
hope to continue partnering
with them.

OUR CHILDREN, OUR FUTURE
With an illiteracy rate of 14 % in Ashe County, the job of Imagination Ashe
is of vital importance to the future of our community. When we interface and
network with pre-K teachers in the Ashe County School system, we are
continually told that there are many local families who do not have a single book
in their house and can’t afford one. We are told that many parents do not
understand how important early literacy skills really are and resist the whole
idea of reading and education. We are told that many young children have
parents and grandparents who cannot read. The 2010 census indicated that
there are 1,500 preschoolers in Ashe County. It is our goal to get books to every
single one of them! The members of our Board of Directors work tirelessly to
register children in the program and present public service programs to get the
word out. To date, over 70,000 books have been distributed here since the
program’s initiation in January 2007. At present we serve 728 children each
month and have graduated 1460. The vision is clear. The need is great. The
challenges are many. The magic of reading and the love of learning is a right that
every child deserves but is not guaranteed. Imagination Ashe, in partnership
with Ashe County’s finest citizens, is keeping the dream alive and making it
happen. It all begins with 3 words, “Read to me.”

imaginationashe@yahoo.com
www.imaginationashe.com

P.O. Box 1745, Jefferson, NC
28640 336-384-4255
https://www.facebook.com/ImaginationAshe
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